
Anacalypsis: A Monumental Work of Ancient
Symbolism by Godfrey Higgins
Anacalypsis, subtitled "An Attempt to Draw Aside the Veil of the Saitic Isis;
or an Inquiry into the Origin of Languages, Nations, and Religions," is a
seminal work by the English antiquarian and historian Godfrey Higgins.
First published in 1836, this monumental tome sought to unravel the hidden
truths and symbols embedded within ancient cultures and religions,
creating a profound impact on the fields of comparative mythology and
ancient history.
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The Author: Godfrey Higgins

Godfrey Higgins (1773-1833) was a respected antiquarian and author who
devoted his life to studying the origins of civilization. His interests ranged
from ancient languages to mythology, and he possessed a strong
foundation in the works of classical scholars such as Herodotus and
Pausanias. Higgins's independent and unconventional thinking led him to
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challenge prevailing orthodoxies and propose novel theories about the true
nature of ancient history and religion.

The Genesis of Anacalypsis

Higgins's inspiration for Anacalypsis stemmed from his conviction that the
key to understanding ancient cultures lay in deciphering their symbols and
allegories. He believed that the myths and legends passed down through
the ages contained profound insights into humanity's origins and spiritual
beliefs. Drawing upon a vast array of sources, including ancient texts,
archaeological evidence, and comparative mythology, Higgins embarked
on a grand project to unveil the veil that concealed the truth about human
civilization.

The Structure and Content of Anacalypsis

Anacalypsis is a sprawling work of over 900 pages, divided into two parts.
Part One focuses on the origin and evolution of language, exploring the
connections between diverse languages and alphabets. Higgins proposed
that the earliest languages shared a common pictorial alphabet, which later
evolved into the various scripts used by different cultures.

Part Two, the larger portion of the work, delves into the origins of nations
and religions. Higgins methodically examines the mythologies, symbols,
and religious practices of ancient cultures, from the Egyptians to the
Hindus, from the Greeks to the Celts. By comparing and contrasting these
diverse traditions, he sought to demonstrate the existence of a shared
underlying core of beliefs and practices.



Higgins's Key Themes
Throughout Anacalypsis, Higgins develops several key themes that
challenge established historical narratives.

1. Universal Symbolism: Higgins argued that the symbols and allegories
found in ancient cultures were not arbitrary or decorative, but rather
contained profound truths about the origins of the universe, the nature of
the divine, and the destiny of humanity.

2. Common Origins of Civilizations: Higgins rejected the prevailing
notion of separate and distinct civilizations developing independently. He
proposed that all civilizations shared a common ancestry and that their
myths and legends were variations on a common set of themes.

3. Solar Theology: Higgins believed that sun worship was the original and
universal religion of humanity. He traced the evolution of solar symbolism in
various cultures and argued that the gods of many pantheons were
originally personifications of the sun.

4. Phallicism: Higgins's work also explored the role of phallic symbolism in
ancient religions. He argued that the phallus was not merely a symbol of
fertility but also represented the creative power of the universe.

Reception and Impact of Anacalypsis

Upon its publication, Anacalypsis met with mixed reactions. Some scholars
praised Higgins's erudition and boldness in challenging conventional
wisdom. Others, particularly those with religious or political agendas,
condemned his work as heretical and blasphemous. Despite the



controversy, Anacalypsis left an enduring mark on the study of ancient
history and religion.

Higgins's work influenced later generations of scholars, including Gerald
Massey, Margaret Murray, and Robert Graves. His ideas about the
common origins of civilizations and the importance of symbolism provided a
foundation for the development of comparative mythology and the
investigation of lost ancient cultures.

Even today, Anacalypsis remains a valuable and thought-provoking work
for scholars and students interested in ancient history, comparative religion,
and the origins of human culture. Its vast scope, meticulous scholarship,
and challenging insights continue to inspire and provoke debate, cementing
its place as a monumental achievement in the field of historical research.

Godfrey Higgins's Anacalypsis is a groundbreaking work that delves into
the hidden depths of ancient cultures and religions. By deciphering their
symbols and allegories, Higgins sought to uncover the common threads
that weave together the tapestry of human history. Through its bold ideas
and meticulous research, Anacalypsis has made an enduring contribution
to our understanding of the origins and evolution of civilization, leaving a
lasting legacy in the study of ancient history, comparative mythology, and
the quest for universal truth.
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