
Essential Preparations and Procedures for In
the Event of Water Landing
Traveling by air offers a convenient and efficient way to traverse vast
distances. While the likelihood of experiencing a water landing is relatively
low, it's crucial to be prepared for this uncommon scenario. This
comprehensive guide provides detailed instructions and essential tips to
enhance your safety and survival chances in the event of an unexpected
water landing.

Understanding Water Landing Risks and Challenges

Water landings pose unique challenges compared to traditional land-based
aircraft landings. Upon impact with water, the aircraft will experience
significant deceleration forces, which can lead to injuries and damage to
the aircraft structure. Additionally, the water's buoyancy can cause the
aircraft to float or sink, depending on its design and the amount of water
absorbed.
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The primary hazards associated with water landings include:

High-impact forces

Rapid deceleration

Cold water exposure

Risk of sinking or capsizing

Limited visibility and navigation

Pre-Flight Preparations for Water Landings

While it's essential to avoid unnecessary panic in the event of a water
landing, advance preparation can significantly increase your chances of
survival. Here are some crucial steps to take before embarking on a flight:

Familiarize yourself with the aircraft's water landing procedures:
These procedures are typically outlined in the aircraft's flight manual.
Study these instructions thoroughly and ensure you understand the
steps involved in preparing for and executing a water landing.

Wear appropriate clothing and footwear: Avoid wearing heavy or
restrictive clothing that could hinder your movement in the water.
Choose lightweight, waterproof garments and comfortable, non-slip
shoes.

Have a personal flotation device (PFD) readily accessible: A PFD,
commonly known as a life jacket, is essential for keeping you afloat in
the water. Ensure your PFD is properly fitted and adjusted for your
body size.



Carry essential survival gear: Pack a small bag containing basic
survival items such as a whistle, flashlight, first-aid kit, and any
necessary medications. Consider attaching this bag to your PFD for
easy access in water.

Procedures for Water Landings

If an unexpected water landing becomes necessary, follow these
procedures to maximize your safety:

Brace for impact: Assume the brace position with your head down,
feet flat on the floor, and hands covering your face. This position helps
minimize injuries from sudden deceleration forces.

Activate your PFD: Once the aircraft has landed on the water, inflate
your PFD by pulling the activation cord. This will provide buoyancy and
keep you afloat.

Remain calm and assess the situation: After the initial impact,
remain calm and assess the situation. Check for injuries, locate the
aircraft's exits, and determine the aircraft's stability.

Evacuate the aircraft if necessary: If the aircraft is stable and not
sinking rapidly, remain on board until instructed to evacuate. If
evacuation is necessary, follow the flight crew's instructions and exit
the aircraft in an orderly manner.

Stay with the aircraft or debris: If the aircraft is floating or has
broken into pieces, stay with the largest piece of debris. This will
provide visibility and a platform for rescue operations.

Signal for help: Use any means available, such as a whistle or
flashlight, to signal for help. Stay alert and listen for responses from



rescue crews.

Survival Techniques in Water

In the event that you find yourself in water after a water landing, employ the
following survival techniques to increase your chances of survival:

Control your breathing: Remain calm and focus on controlling your
breathing. Avoid gasping or hyperventilating, as this can consume
oxygen and lead to panic.

Float with your PFD: Keep your PFD properly inflated and position
yourself so that your head and neck are supported above the water.
Relax your body and float with your arms and legs spread out.

Stay warm and conserve energy: Water conducts heat away from
the body rapidly. To conserve heat, huddle with others, cover your
head and neck, and avoid unnecessary movement.

Seek shelter from the elements: If possible, find shelter from the
sun, wind, and rain to prevent further discomfort and hypothermia.

Stay alert and hydrated: Monitor your physical condition and drink
clean water if available to prevent dehydration.

Post-Landing Care and Treatment

After being rescued from a water landing, seek medical attention promptly
to assess and treat any injuries or exposure-related conditions. Here are
some important post-landing care tips:

Warm up gradually: Avoid sudden temperature changes or excessive
heat, as this can put stress on your body.



Seek medical attention for injuries: Even minor injuries can become
serious if left untreated. Seek medical evaluation to ensure proper
diagnosis and treatment.

Monitor for hypothermia: Hypothermia can occur even in warm
water. Observe for signs such as shivering, confusion, and loss of
coordination. Seek medical attention if you suspect hypothermia.

Get plenty of rest: Water landings can be physically and emotionally
draining. Rest adequately to allow your body and mind to recover.

While the likelihood of experiencing a water landing situation is low, being
prepared for this uncommon scenario can significantly improve your
chances of survival and well-being. By following the guidelines outlined in
this comprehensive guide and remaining calm under pressure, you can
navigate this challenging event with increased confidence and resilience.
Remember, advance preparation, proper procedures, and survival
techniques can make all the difference in the event of an unexpected water
landing.
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