
Twice-Week Heroes: The Extraordinary
Journey of Frank Christianson

In the annals of firefighting history, the name Frank Christianson stands tall
as a symbol of unwavering courage, selfless sacrifice, and unwavering
determination. A man whose life was dedicated to serving others,
Christianson's legacy is a testament to the indomitable spirit of those who
choose to put their lives on the line for the safety of their communities.

Humble Beginnings

Frank Christianson was born on March 27, 1918, in the small town of
Brooklyn, New York. From a young age, he exhibited a deep sense of
empathy and a willingness to help those in need. After graduating from high
school in 1936, he joined the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC),a
government program that provided employment and vocational training to
young men during the Great Depression.
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While working with the CCC, Christianson developed a strong work ethic
and a keen interest in firefighting. In 1940, he joined the New York City Fire
Department (FDNY),embarking on a career that would forever change his
life and the lives of countless others.

The Blitz of London

In 1941, as World War II raged across Europe, Christianson's firefighting
skills were put to the ultimate test. He volunteered to join the American
Ambulance Corps, a group of civilian volunteers who provided medical aid
and assistance to the people of London during the Blitz, a relentless
campaign of aerial bombardment by the Nazi Luftwaffe.

For eight harrowing months, Christianson worked tirelessly amidst the
chaos and devastation of bombed-out buildings, extinguishing fires,
rescuing victims, and administering aid to the injured. His bravery and
compassion earned him the respect and admiration of both his fellow
volunteers and the grateful citizens of London.

Twice-Week Heroes

Upon returning to New York City in 1942, Christianson resumed his
firefighting duties with the FDNY. In 1946, he was assigned to Engine
Company 217 in Harlem, a predominantly African American neighborhood
that was plagued by poverty and crime.

Appalled by the conditions in Harlem, Christianson and his fellow
firefighters at Engine Company 217 resolved to make a difference. They
went beyond the call of duty, organizing recreational activities for children,
providing assistance to the elderly, and working to improve the overall
quality of life in the community.



Their efforts earned them the affectionate nickname "Twice-Week Heroes,"
as they responded to both fires and community needs with equal
dedication. Christianson played a pivotal role in this initiative, becoming a
symbol of hope and inspiration for the marginalized residents of Harlem.

Legacy of Service

Frank Christianson's career with the FDNY spanned four decades, during
which time he responded to countless fires and emergencies, saving
countless lives and making a profound impact on the community. He retired
from active firefighting in 1978, but his legacy of service continued long
after.

In addition to his work as a firefighter, Christianson was active in numerous
civic and community organizations. He served as a board member of the
Harlem Boys and Girls Club and the Citizens Committee for New York City,
and he was a vocal advocate for social justice and equality.

Frank Christianson passed away on June 24, 2009, at the age of 91. He
was a beloved husband, father, and grandfather, and his memory continues
to inspire generations of firefighters and community activists.

Honoring a Hero

In recognition of Christianson's extraordinary contributions, several
institutions have been named in his honor:

The Frank J. Christianson Fire Safety Education Center in Harlem

The Christianson Firehouse Museum in Brooklyn

The Frank J. Christianson Memorial Scholarship Fund



These institutions serve as a lasting tribute to the life and legacy of a man
who dedicated his life to serving others. They continue to inspire young
people to pursue careers in public service and to make a positive difference
in their communities.

Frank Christianson was a true hero, a man who embodied the highest
ideals of firefighting and community service. His unwavering courage,
selfless sacrifice, and unwavering determination left an indelible mark on
the lives of countless people. He will always be remembered as one of the
Twice-Week Heroes, firefighters who went beyond the call of duty to protect
and serve their communities.

The legacy of Frank Christianson is one of hope, inspiration, and service.
May his story continue to inspire generations to come to make a difference
in the world.

Alt Attributes for Images

**Image 1:** Frank Christianson in firefighting gear during the Blitz of
London, 1941

**Image 2:** Christianson with members of Engine Company 217,
known as the "Twice-Week Heroes"

**Image 3:** Christianson receiving an award for his community
service

**Image 4:** The Frank J. Christianson Fire Safety Education Center in
Harlem
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