
Unlocking English Grammar: A
Comprehensive Guide to Singular and Plural
Concord Formulas
Concord, a cornerstone of English grammar, plays a pivotal role in ensuring
the harmonious agreement between words within a sentence. The singular
and plural forms of nouns, verbs, pronouns, and adjectives must align
seamlessly to convey clear and unambiguous meaning.

Concord Formulas

The English language employs specific formulas to establish concord
between singular and plural elements:
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Nouns and Pronouns

Singular noun: Requires a singular pronoun (e.g., He/She/It)

Plural noun: Requires a plural pronoun (e.g., They/Them)
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Example:

The boy (singular noun) runs (singular verb) every day.

The children (plural noun) play (plural verb) in the park.

Verbs

Singular subject: Requires a third-person singular verb (e.g., -s/-
es)

Plural subject: Requires a third-person plural verb (e.g., -s/-es)

Example:

He (singular subject) plays football.

They (plural subject) plays basketball.

Adjectives and Possessives

Singular noun: Requires a singular adjective/possessive (e.g.,
my/your/his/her/its)

Plural noun: Requires a plural adjective/possessive (e.g.,
our/your/their)

Example:

This is her (singular possessive) house.

These are their (plural possessive) books.

Flash Card Deck: Singular and Plural Concord



Reinforce your understanding of concord formulas with our interactive flash
card deck:

Card 1:The teacher (singular subject) teaches (singular verb) English.

Card 2:The students (plural subject) learns (singular verb) grammar.

Card 3:The boy's (singular possessive) book is on the table.

Card 4:The girls' (plural possessive) toys are in the box.

Card 5:These (plural adjective) are my (plural possessive) pencils.

Significance of Concord

Concord is crucial for:

Clarity: Prevents ambiguity and ensures clear understanding.

Fluency: Enhances the flow and smoothness of speech and writing.

Accuracy: Preserves the grammatical integrity of the language.

Comprehensibility: Makes language more accessible and
understandable to speakers and learners alike.

Practice Exercises

Test your concord skills with these exercises:

1. Complete the sentence: The dog (singular noun) ________
(play/plays) with the ball.

2. Fill in the blank: The gardener (singular subject) ________
(plant/plants) flowers in the garden.



3. Choose the correct possessive form: The teacher marked ________
(his/her) papers.

4. Replace the phrase with a singular or plural adjective: Many (adjective)
birds flew in the sky.

5. Correct the grammatical error: The childrens (plural noun) play
(singular verb) in the park.

Mastering singular and plural concord formulas is essential for effective
communication in English. By understanding and applying these rules, you
can convey your thoughts and ideas with precision, clarity, and confidence.
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Vivian Gornick's Fierce Attachments is a powerful and moving memoir
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unflinching honesty and a keen...
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